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ABSTRACT 

This synoptic table provides an overview and 
comparison of employment trends and policy measures for each member 
state of the European Community. Information on the following 
countries is presented in eight chapters: Belgium, Denmark, Germany, 
Greece, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Portugal, and United Kingdom. Chapter 0 presents data on global 
indicators: population, increase in working age population, consumer 
prices, employment rate, and unemployment rate. Chapter 1 covers 
improving education and training systems, including policy 
development, promotion of lifelong learning, and adapting to change. 
Chapters 2/3 contain data on the following: external flexibility, 
flexibility of working hours, leave and career breaks, income policy, 
geographic mobility, and equal opportunities. Recent measures and 
measures being prepared are summarized. Chapter 4 on targeted 
reductions in indirect labor costs provides synopses of measures, 
recent measures, and measures being prepared. Chapter 5 on more 
active policy covers three areas: active, passive, and placement 
measures; recent measures; and measures being prepared. Chapter 6 on 
young people provides information on the following: basic education 
and transition to working life, promotion of young employment; recent 
measures; and measures being prepared. Chapter 7 summarizes measures, 
recent measures, and measures being prepared on new requirements. 
(Contains 58 references.) (YLB) 
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tmeni 

ment pension enabling 
to solve the problem 
1 overstafTing and to 

age structure of staff 
company. The pension 
employers and partly 

by the employment 


ship 


- apprentice 


Early retiri 
Early retire 
companies 
of stnictura 
balance the 
within the < 
is paid by ( 
reimbursed 
fund. 


Tempomy employment agencies 
were r'->hibited until the 
implemenution of the social pact 
in July 1993. Tliis type of 
contract is being examined by 
parliament 




M U U 


- solidarity, 

- apprenticeship. 


Early retirement 
Workers in sectors of the 
economy in crisis may requ( 
early retirement 5 years bef< 
the usual age ( 1 0 years in th 
steel industrj'). 






vance 






•d allov 
! term 
age 










A special means-test< 
is payable to the ion; 
unemployed in 55-66 
categor>v 


o S o o o o 

c B C >. B 


- apprenticeship. 


yes 

no 

yes 

18 months 

twice 

yes 


- employment-solidarit)'; 

- further training and training 
apprenticeships; 

- part-time. 


Early retirement 

CosU met by the SUte from 56 

yeans and 2 months (exception 55 

years), subject to cerUin 

conditions, in particular length of 

payment of social security 

contributions. 
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Rtiirement 

The govcfiunent intends to 
equalise state pension ages for 
men and women at 65 by 2010. 








Damistal 

Abolition of administrative 

authorisation. 

Deregulation 

The government will propose: 

- revision of legislation on 
redundancies; 

- cancellation of existing licences 
for temporary employment 
agencies; 

- deletion of binding wage clauses 
in collective agreements. 








Fixed term contract 
July 1994: government proposal 
to increase flexibility in fixed-tem 
contracts (no restrictions for 12 
months). Hie new draft law 
encourages such contracts by 
making Art 23 less strict It may 
also be used on the basis of Turns' 
specific needs (especially SMEs) 
in order to create new jobs. 
Part-time contract 
The new draft law 781/94 (not 
yet converted) allows overtime to 
be worked within pre-fixed limits. 
New contract! under draft law 

■ (re)integration training contract: 
provides practical experience and 
skill training for persons over 32. 
Maximum duration: 18 months. 
- training contract: allows young 
graduates to acquire job 
experience and though it does not 
imply an employment relationship 
a certain remuneration is paid. 
Duration: 3-12 months. 




Collective dismistsat 
Under the current tripartite 
agreement, the Programme for 
Competitiveness and Woik 
(PCW), measures exist under the 
Employment Protection section. 

1. Firms with difficuhies will be 
encouraged to contact the 
Competitiveness and 
Employment Protection Unit, 
which, while not providing 
subsidies, will offer the full 
support and advice available 
under a whole range of sUte 
programmes for industry and 
business. 

2. A commitment to amend in 
1994 the provisions of the 
Protection of Emplo>-ment 
Act, 1977, arising from the 
EU Council Directive. 
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MaltmUy leave 

All employees h»ve the right to 
14 weeks' itatutory leave, from 
October 1994, and up to 18 
week*' statutory benefit if absent 
from work subject to certain 
qualifying conditions. Those with 
2 years' service have the right to 
a longer period of maternity 
absence of up to around 40 weeks 
in total. 
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GREECE SPAIN 

91 92 93 94 ; 91 92 93 94 ' 






Unemployment insurance benefits 
limited as a function of 
contribution periods in the last six 
years. 70% of reference wage for 
the first 180 days, then 60%. 
Benefits between the minimum 
inter-sectoral wage and 220% of 
this wage. Subsequently, 
unemployment assistance subject 
to means-testing for 18 moths, 
e.xcept for certain categories of 
unemployed. Minimum of 75% of 
the minimum intcr-sectoral wage 
(unemployed person without 
dependent children). 








Limited unemployment benefit 
depending on period of 
employment, with a maximum of 
12 months for 250 days of 
employment during the previous 
14 months and a minimum of 5 
months for 125 days, plus in all 
cases an additional 3 months at a 
reduced rate.Benefit amounts to 
40% of wage for blue-collar 
workers and 50% for white-collar 
workers (with a minimum of 2/3 
01 me minimum wagc^ pius 
for each dependant When 
entitlement to benefit ceases, an 
allowance equal to 50% of the 
main benefit is paid. 


GERMANY 

91 92 .93 94 






Unemployment benefit paid out 
under unemployment insurance is 
limited depending on age and the 
duration of employment (from 
156 days for a person aged under 
42 who has worked for 12 months 
to 832 days for a person aged 54 
or over who has worked for at 
least 64 months). When 
unemployment benefit ends, the 
unemployed person receives 
unemployment assistance for an 
unlimited period, but the person's 
income situation is taken into 
account 


DENMARK 

91 92 93 94 




Benefit limited in principle to 2'/j 
yetrs but employment and 
training plans allow entitlement to 
employment benefit to continue. 
(Has been changed. See "recent 
measures"). 


BELGIUM 

91 92 93 94 




Unlimited unemployment benefit 
under the insurance system, 
without a minimum period of 
contributions (young people are 
eligible on the basis of their 
training and after a period of 
waiting), but numerous 
modifications have been 
introduced to prevent fraud and to 
try to take the family situation 
and income into account. At the 
present time, the right to benefit 
is suspended, subject to certain 
conditions, when the duration of 
unemployment exceeds twice the 
regional average. 
There was substantial early 
retirement but limilalions have 
now been imposed. 








5.2. Passive measures 
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